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DEDICATION. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HE honour which I had 
to entertain ſo polite an 


en with the following 


SERMON. from the Pulpit, was 
doubled by your Ap probation 
and unanimous Requeſt that it 

might be Somme to the 
Prefs. Nothing can be added 


to it. but a Continuance of that 


Approbation, which therefore 
is the higheſt Ambition of, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obliged, 
moſt Obedient, 


bumble Crude, 
3 DEC 6 0 
Jos. H orle r. 


ACTS XXIV. 26.5 6 


Herein db 1 Exerciſe myſelf to have 


always a Conſcience void of Offence 
toward GOD and toward MEN. 


H1S. is part of that noble defence, 
| which St. Paul makes for himſelf 


before FeL1x ; when the high prieſt 


and elders, by their orator Tertullus, had laid 


to his :harge things, that he knew not. The 
articles of his indi&ment were reducible to theſe 
two, viz. that he was a mover of ſedition, and 
a prophaner of the temple; and he muſt be ſtig- 
matiz'd and branded as * 4 peſtzlent fellow; 
becauſe he was @ ring leader of the Þ herefie of 
the Nazarenes. Here lay the bottom of their 
malicious profecution againſt him, whatever their 


- Pretences were to the contrary ; and his con- 


duct either as to church or fate might have paſt 
uncenſured, had he not efþous'd that cauſe, as 


warmly, as he had oppos'd it before. But to 
ſee 


, as the very peſt or plague itſelf. 
＋ Faliely tranſlated. Sect. compare v 5, with v. 14 


—— — —— 


H— — — — — 


£7 
ſee him, who ſo lately breathed out threatningt, 
and ſlaughter againſt the diſciples of the Lord, 
whom they on account of his fiery zeal, had 
armed with their commiſſion to bring bound 
with him to Jeruſalem ail whom be found in 


that way; to tack about all at once, and preach 


+ , that Jesus, whom: be perſecuted : To hear him 


aſſerting, and proving in the Hnagegues, that 
he, whom they with wicked bands bad crucified, 
and ſlain, was the very CariST and no leſs 
than the Son of GOD, was ſuch a ſudden 
and ſurprizing baulk to all theit hopes, and, 
ſuch an imaginary breach of truſt, and falt 


upon them, as kindled all their reſentment, and 


blew'd their paſſions into ſuch a flame, as nothing 
but the blood of the offender could extinguiſh. 
They had already made ſeveral attempts upon 
his life; and both by open violence, and hidden 


ſrratagem ſought his deſtruction; but failing 


of ſucceſs there, they have recourſe to another 
method; and endeavour to cut him off, by a 


formal courſe of law, and a judicial proceeling 


againſt him. To the articles of his indifFment 


the Apoſtle pleads not guilty, and puts himſelf 
upon tryal, and them upon proof, They neither 
found me in the temple, ſays he, diſputing with 
any man, neither raiſing up the people, neither 
in the Synagogue, nor in the City; neither 
can they my the things , whereof they now accuſe 

| Mee 


{ 9] 
me. As to the other part indeed, what they 
alledge againſt me is fo far true, that after the 
way, which they call bereſie, ſo worſhip I the 
Gop of my fathers, believing all things, which 
are written in the law and the prophets, and have 
hope towards G o Þ. that there ſhall be a reſur- 
reign of the dead, both of the juſt and the un- 
Juſt. And in conſequence of this belief. of a 
future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, I am 
ſo far from profaning the femple, which is 
God's houſe, or diſturbing the ſtare, which are 
the powers ordained of Gor, that herein 40 1 
 exercize myſelf to have akvays a conſcience void 
of offence toward Go, and totard Men. 
The occaſion and deſign of theſe words 
; | being ſo far opened and explain d, what I pro- 
Pole in the farther treating of them is, 
Firſt, To conſider What conſcience is, 
| Secondly, What is meant by a conſcience void 
of offence, and how far it is in our pow 
er to have it ſo, And 
Laſtly, To cloſe the whole with a parti. 
=. application to the /olemmty of our 
preſent meeting. 
Dif, Then I am to conſider, what conſci- 
ENCE» is. Now conſcience , 18 defined by. the 
ſchool- men to be the judgment of @ a man concern- 
CHW... B ing 


Jadicium hominis de ſemet ipſo, prout fubſicitur judicio Dei. 


— — — OS — 
— 
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rrig bimfalf, « as it is ſubjeted to the judgment of 
GOD. And this definition appears to be juſt 
from the import of the word itſelf in the origi- 
nal, where it is call'd not fimply , ſcience or 
knowledge but * eonidros conference, or co-know- 
ledge, (i. e.) that knowledge, which a man 
ſhares with- another; and who can that other 
be, but God ? For no one knows 7he ſpirit of a 
man ſave the ſpirit of man, that is in him; 


and that ſaperior ſpiric from which it borrow'd 
its own eſſence; and with whom it is impoſ- 
ſible to cut off communication. And to this al- 
ludes that of the Apoſtle, F our heart condemn 
xs, Gop is greater than our heart, and knoweth 
all things .— lt is a faculty in the Soul, 
which God has planted there, as his Vice-roy, 


and therefore, as ſuch, muſt be accountable to 


him as ſupream ; it is, as it were the candle of 
tbe Lord, ſearching all the imward parts of the 
belly. It is not a diſtinct power of itſelf, as 


ſome imagine; but a kind of fourth faculty 


. conſiſting, or compoſed of the other three. It 
is ſurprizing therefore, that the ſchoolmen, in 


all their niceſt diſquiſitions of it, and diſputati- 
ons about ir, ſhould not agree, whether its ſear 
be in the bead, or the heart; whether in the 
under ſtanding, or the will, or both; ſeeing that 

with 


Vid Leigh in vocem, and Beveridge on this text. 
+ John III. 20. 


[x2 } 
with reſpe& ta the former the ſcripture often 
uſes the word heart for the conſerence, as no- 
nomous with it; and with reſpect to the latter 
it is plain, there could be 10 conſcience at all, 
as to things paſt, was not the memory to con- 
tribute its ſhare towards the compoſition. There 
could be no ſuch thing as a <wounded ſpirit, was 
it not, by a reflex act of its own, capable of 
looking back upon its former tranſgreſſions ; 
and bringing them afreſh to remembrance, as 
though preſent. So that we may ſay, that the 
conſcience is to the ſoul what the Ariſtotelians 
ſay the ſoul is to the body, (z. e.) that it is 
[tota in toto, et tota in qualibet parte] (i. e.) 
the whole in the whole, and the whole in every 


part, And this will appear more obvious to 


us, if we conſider it, in theſe ſeveral lights fol- 
lowing, viz. as a 2 a witneſs , and a judge. 
Firſt as a law. As {<oag is an eſſential der- 
ence between good and evil; ſo has Gd given 
man a diſcerning ſpirit to diſtinguiſh between 
them ; and there are few, but what know by 
the ligbt of nature in moſt caſes, what ought 
to be done, and what to be avoided. That there 
are ſome thing. in themſelves praiſe worthy, 
and of good report, and others, their oppoſites, 
that are infamous and ſhameful, is a truth which 
the ignorant and illiterate are acquainted with, 


as well as the ableft lawyer, or moſt profound 
divine, 


[ #2 
divine; and there is an inviſible principle with- 
in them, that whiſpers to the inner man, which 
prompts, and puſhes him upon performing the 
one; and checks, and reſtrains him from commit- 
ting the other. And this principle breaks out, 
and diſcovers itſelf unatwares, by that open- 
neſs, and oftentation, with which we do things 
of the former kind ; and that privacy and de- 
ſire of concealment, with which we perpetrate 
things of the latter. Thele are the * com- 
mon ſentiments, and conceptions of mankind, 
according to that of our SAaviouR's, he, that 
doeth good, cometh to the Iight that his deeds may 
be made manifeſt that they are wrote in God , 
and every one that doeth evil bateth the light nei- 
ther cometh to the light, leaſt bis deeds ſhould be 
reproved, This is that h , that Ia 
written by the finger of GO D upon the tablet 
of man's heart: That law, which, Tully tells 
us, was non lata Jed nata, was not preferred, 
or enacted by any one, but was inborn, and 
Coetaneous with us, And this is it, of which 


St. Paul ſpeaks to the Romans, viz. when the 


gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the 
things contain'd m the law, theſe having not the 
law, are a law unto themſelves, which ſhew the 
work of the law written in their hearts. So that 

when 


* Koſycs iert. Rom. II. 14, 15, 


131 
when a man is about to enter upon any action, 
let him but conſult this Monitor within, as to 
the legality, or illegality of it, and then let him 
either proceed ot retreat, according as that ſhall 
adviſe either in favour of it, or again it. 

For the ines of our duty, generally ſpeaking, 
are drawn ſo fair and plain; and what we 

ought to do, or to forbear, is written, in ſuch 
diſtin#, and. l egible characters, that a man may 
almoſt run, and yet read it. 

Here then there can be no doubt, or heſita- 
tion how to behave: Let a man but act up to 
the dictates of his own heart, and it is morally 
impoſſible he ſnhou'd go wrong. Upon which ac- 
count it is, that conſcience is called, a rule purely 
regulating; which whoſoever meaſures his acti- 
ons by, need fear nothing of obhquity, or defor- 
mity in them. Sometimes indeed it happens. in 
dubious and intricate caſes, where the lines of 
duty are defac'd or ohe“? d, that it is not fo eaſi- 
ly to be diſcerned, bw far we are to act, and ng 


farther, But yet even here conſcience will be of 


great help to us; if we conſult hat, diſpaii- 
onatly and ſincerely. For in the firſt- place, 1 
will not fail to 4:4 us /{cp; and as it were enter 
its caveats againſt all proceeding ; till we ſball 
have carefully examined, and weighed, and de- 
hberated, and gotten all the information we poſe 

ſibly 


Regula pure regulans, 
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ſibly can; and then to proceed with werine/; 
and circumſpection, leaſt ſome latent evil ſhould 
lie concealed under the borrowed appearance of 
good. And, if after all this a man ſhould 
miſtake, and go wrong; ſuch errors are pardon- 
able in the fight of God, who knows whereof 
he has made us, poor, weak, frail, and fallible 
creatures. Tho' an erroneous conſcience cannot 
alter the nature of good, and evil, (i. e.) can 
neither make a thing good, which is in it ſelf 
bad; nor be the juſtification of that, which is ſo, 
yet muſt we ſuppoſe in honour to the divine 
Juſtice, that God requireth of a man according 
to what he hath, and not according to what he 
hath not; and that in the times of ignorance, if 
invincible, he will wink now, as he did here- 
tofore. | 

Bu r as this ſeldom happens to be the caſe, 
ſo when it does, we have a ſuperior rule, to 
which we may apply, not only to recti; but 
even prevent all miſtakes. Where the light of 
nature (ſhines but with a faint and feeble ray, 
there the light of revelation darts in upon us 
and with its greater warmth, and luſtre diſ- 
pells all clouds, and darkneſs from before us. 
To which purpoſe St. Peter, We have alſo a 
ſure word more of propheſie; whereunto ye do well 
ebat ye take beed, as unto a light, that ſhineth 


Acts 17. ze. 


rineſ; [ 15 ] 

ould in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day 
ve of far-ariſe in your hearts. Where the eye of rea- 
nal ſon is dim, and weak, and unable to ſee its way; 
1 this we have as a ſafe, and unerring guide to con- 
"an duct us. The word of Gop ſhall ſupply all our 
77305 defects, all our deficiencies, ſhall be a /anthorn 
to our feet, and a light unto our paths. Theſe 


mot 3 0 

a are the two great /uminaries by which the mo- 
ſelf Fial world is enlightened. This latter is, hat 

5 true light, which lighteth every man, that cometh 
Sy into the world; if any man walk by that light, 

vino 

ling he ſhall never fall. : 

"4 Conſcience, when conſidered in this view, 
ir as better informed, and inſtructed by this friend- 

3 ly auxiliary is called a rule regulated or quer- 

ruled * ; by which we are to underſtand, that 

e as conſcience mult be the rule of all our acti- 


c ons, ſo the written word muſt be the rule af 
conſcience, And as conſcience, thus regulated, 
is to us a lau both poſitive, and prohibitive; fo 
likewiſe is it a w77neſs in our boſoms, teſtifying 


7 a . 
4 either how we have, or have not obſerved it, 
Here it keeps its reg/try or court of records; 


{- and nothing whether good or evil can eſcape ir, 
8. And as ſuch it is conſidered in the paſſage before 
42 cited from St. Paul, theſe ſays he, having not the 
4 8 law, are a lau unto them ſelves, tbeir conſcience alſo 
A | bearing them witneſs, and their thoughts the mean 

| i bi 


® Regula regulata 


[ 2x6 ] 

while" atcufing or elſe excuſing one another. As 
conſt rence before hand didiates to us, this thing 
is gond, and commendable; and there fore ought 
to be performed, that is baſe, and diſbonowrable ; *: 
and therefore ought to be avoided, ſo will ir 

eicher ommend or reproach us afterwards, and 
the teſtimony which it bears, muſt neceſſa- 
rily agree which our conformity or non con for- 
mity to thoſe dictates. So that he evidence, 
which ir ball give to the Court and the Fury, 
wil wichour the formality of an Oath be tbe 
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 


A man may, and indeed it is to be feared, but 
too often does, even before ſuch an awful aſſem- 
Sas chis, bear falſe. witneſs againſt bis neigb- 
Balu, notwichſtanding the /frifFne/5 of the di- 
vine prolubition and the ' ſeverity of the pe- 
-nalty'annexed to the breach of it. But there 


can be no'danger of a man's bearing falſe wit- 
neſs either againſt, or for himſelf, _ 
Here no bribery or collufion can ft:ffle, or fp 


- preſs the evidence, no enſnaring interrogatories 


can 3 or miſleat it, no *matepert effrontety 
ſhall imtimidate, or overbear i it. But his thoughts, 


when cool, even in ſpight of himſelf will 


either accuſe, or elſe excuſe him, and accord- 
ing to that he muſt be either guilty or innocent. 


He may perhaps, tho guiley, plead his cauſe 
10 Well, as to palliate his crime wich men, and 


Stan 2215 and 


- 


[ 17. ] 

and throw a cloak over his villany ; but what is 
that all the while to che ww:7neſs within? the 
ſelf-accuſer,though unheard by the organs of ſenſe, 
is too clamorous not to demand attention, and 
opens his mouth, unſeen, ſo wide, that he may 
ſooner blanch the Atbiopian, than either ſtop, 
or put it to ſilence. Thus again, when in 
cent, and unconſcious of guilt, all the world 
ſhall not perſuade him to the contrary ; a cloud 
of witneſſes from without ſhall not convict 
him to himſelf. Men indeed may combine 
againſt him either through envy or malice; and 
venal eloquence may laviſh all its ſtore in blacken- 
ning his fair name, and endeavouring to fix the 
guilt upon him: offendet folido: they will but 
daſh their foot againſt a fone ; for whilſt that one 
witneſs within gives teſtimony in favour of him, 
it ſhall bear down all oppoſition, and ſupport 
him under every unjuſt accuſation. Therefore 
it is ſaid conſcience is as a thouſand witneſſes, nay, 
all witneſſes ſurm'd up in one; becauſe God and 
our conſciences teſtifie the ſame thing. So that 
where they accuſe, it is in vain to plead not 

- guilty; where they excuſe, it is to no purpoſe to 
urge, or aggravate the accuſation. So that in 
either caſe a man may ſay with reſpe& to 

» conſcience what the P/almiff doth to the great 
| ſearcher of hearts, GOD, thou knoweſt my fim- 
pleneſi, and mv faults are not hid from thee, 

C And 


. 
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And as conſcience is a witneſs teſtifying in 
man after the comm?/ſion or omiſſion of a thing, 
whether in doing or forbearing, he has behav'd 
according to thoſe Dictates, which it gave an- 
tecedent to it: fo will it likewiſe act the office 
of a Judge, and pals ſentence, either of abſolu- 
tion or condemnation, according to the evidence 
or teſtimony given. If we would judge our 
ſelves, ſays the Apoſtle, we ſhould not be judged, 

Here 1s nothing of prejudice or partiality to 
misbiaſs him; no fweet-/ipt flattery, or fulſom 
adulation to decoy him; no greatneſs to over-awe 
him; no Zerrors to affright him; nothing in 
ſhorr to disguiſe the truth, or pervert righteous 
judgment. But all is naked and open to our 
view, upon firſt turning our eyes inward, and 
it is impoſſible upon aſking the queſtion guilty, 
or not guilty? not to know, whether puniſhment, 
or reward ſhould be our doom. Thus the 


private villain that has enriched, and ennobled 


himſelf and family by the plunder, and ruin of 
his country, ſhall bluſb in ſecret, tho' no commit- 
zee of ſecrecy was to fic upon him, and ſhall turn 
pale again at the ſight of every ax or Halter, amidſt 


all the mock pageantry of equipage and title. 
He carries about night and day his own convic- 


tion within his hoſom; tho” no legal proceſs, 
or court of judicature convict him; and the ſen- 
tence of condemnation, ever ſounding i in his cars, 


| ſhall 
* Plaim 69. 55 


[ 19 ] 
ſhall drown all the hireling panegyricks wrote 
in praiſe of his adminiſtration. It is this which 
brings to light the hidden works of darknels; 
and cauſes that, which is done in a cellar, or 
in a cloſet, to be proclaimed aloud upon the houſe 
top. It is this that has ſingled out a criminal 
from a crowd; and drag'd him by his own 
hands to juſtice and execution. For this facul- 
ty, tho' confin'd within the narrow compaſs of 
a man's breaſt, has notwithſtanding, with re- 
ſpect to him, the ubiquity of the Godhead. Can 
a man, poſſeſſed with the terrors of a troubled 
mind, flee from them, as a man fleeth from 
the face of his enemy? Alas! vain the imagina- 
tion ! vain the attempt! It ſhall mingle with 
him in the Senate; or retire with him into the 
Cabinet; it ſhall ſtay at home with him in his 
native country; or travel with him into banz/h- 
ment. So that a man may ſay once more of con. 


ſcience, what the Eſalmiſt doth of the omniſcrent, 


whither ſhall I go then from thy ſpirit, or 
whither ſhall I go then from thy preſence? If I 
climb up into heaven, thou art there. If I go 


down into hell, thou art there alſo. If I take 


the wings of the morning, and remain in the ut- 
ter moſt parts of the ſea, even there alſo ſhall thy 
band lead me, and thy right hand ſhall hold me. 
If T jay perdaventure the darkneſs ſhall cover 
me, then ſhall my night be turned into day. Yea 


C 2 the 


[ 20 ] 
the darkneſs is no darkneſs but the night 1s @, 
clear as the day, the darkneſs, * light to thee 


are both altke. 

And as no place, how near, or remote ſo- 
ever, can be unuiſited by conſcience, none, how 
weakly ſoever fenced, or flrongly ſoever fortified 
can keep it out; So is there no fate fo exalted, 
as to be above its reach; none ſo low, as to be 
beneath its cognizance. It ſhall change the coun- 
tenance of the moſt mighty monarch upon the 
throne ; and ſtrike a General with diſmay at 
the head of a victorious army. It ſhall. make 
the unjuſt Fudge tremble upon the bench; and 
fall che guiltleſs priſoner with confidence at the 
bar, It ſhall condemn amidſt the applauſe, and 
congratulations of a Zheatre, and acquit maugre 
the cenſures, and malediftions of an enraged 
hoſt. And that, which adds greater weight to 
it than all the reſt, is this, that from hence 
there lies wo appeal: but its ſentence is in a 
manner final, and its decrees irreverſible, For 
F our beart condemn us, God is greater than 
our beart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if 
our beart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
towards G O D, i. e. that he will ratiſie and 
confirm in the court of heaven, that ſentence, 
which we by anticipation, ſhall have paſſed 


upon ourſelves in the court of conſcience. 
+ F ER * 
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So that upon a review of the whole, it ap- 
rs ; that conſcience is a moſt perfect lau, a 
moſt faithful wife, and a moſt juſt judge. 

Let us proceed then to conſider, 

Secondly, What is meant by a conſcience void 

of offence, and how far it is in our power 
to have it /0. 

And here by the way give me leave to ob- 
ſerve, that the Apoſtle is not to be underſtood 
in this place fri&#ly and abſolutely, as though 
he had lived all his life in a finleſs obegzence; or 


that he was maſter of every vertue in the moſk 
exalted degree. No, There is none good but one, 


ſays Jeſus, that is GOD. The fins of weakneſs, 
and infirmity are ſuch, as the elect themſelves 
are not exempt from, And therefore we find 

this ſame Apoſtle in his epiſtle to the Romans, 
thus feelingly complaining of his own; viz, I 
know that in me (that is in my fleſh) dwelleth no 
good thing. I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man. But I jee another law in my mem- 
bers, warring againſt the law of my mind, i. e. 


conſcience, and bringing me into captivity, 10 


the law of fin, which is in my members. Here 
then he owns, that there was a ſtrong conflict in 
his breaſt between nature and grace, in which 
the carnal man ſometimes got the upper band; 
or he never could have been brought by it into 
captivity. He doth not ſtand ſo much upon 
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4 hl juſtification, as to afſert, that he had in no 
[! inſtances made any aberrations from duty ; but 
inf that he had conſtantly exerciſed himſelf in 
| this very thing, to have always, or in order 


to have, a conſcience void of offence with re- 
ſpect to God and men, in all caſes, by all 
[ means, and at all times, as the original Nr., 
may indifferently be tranſlated : And that he 
had contracted from thence ſuch an habitual re- 
ſth gardto both tables of the law, as to keep himſelf 
1 from preſumptuous fins, that they had no domi. 
lf nion over him, and fo far undefiled and innocent 
lhe from the great offence. And this, if I miſtake 
I'll. not, may very well be called 2 conſcience void of 
il offence, 1. e. ſuch as feels no bitter remorſe or 
galling refleions upon paſt miſ- conduct, ſo as 
to fall ic with dread and apprehenſions of future 
puniſhment, which the man of ſin ſooner or 
later, living or dying, will probably have too 
quick, and piercing a reſentment of, 'Though 
there be nothing but wars, and fightings from 
wichout ; yet all ſhall be peace and tranquillity 
within; and though publick affairs wear but 
a melancholly aſpect, joy and pleafure ſhall 
attend his ſolitude and retirement. For our re- 
ſoicing, ſays the Apoſtle, 7s this, the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly 
fincerity,we bave had our converſation in the world, 


This is all that the Apoſtle means; and this is 
| | ag 
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es high as human perfection can reach, whilſt 
fettered, and impriſoned in the body of bis death, 
And ſuch a conſcience it is greatly in our own 
ower to have, if we reſolve to be followers 
of the Apoſtle : for ſuch as our converſation 
has been in the world, ſuch of courſe muſt 

the teſtimony of our conſcience be. 
Be ye therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, * imitators 
of me, as I alſo am of Chriſt. Here is our 


precept, and here is our pattern. This is that 


great exemplar of all perfection, which we are 
to ſet always before our eyes to copy after; and 
muſt & perſonate him, as near as poſſibly we 
can, though after all we fall vaſtly hort of 
the original, And no wonder ſeeing that the Apo- 
ſtle himſelf, notwichſtanding his ſuperiour ad- 
vantages to ours, was, as he owns here, no bet- 
ter than a mimzich, i. e. as faint a reſemblance 
of him, as the tragedian is of the monarch, 
whom he repreſents upon the ſtage. 

And therefore it is that he places himſelf 
between Chriſt and us, like Mees betwixt I- 
rae] and his GOD, leaſt the brightneſs of 
the original ſhould dazle and obſcure our fight; 
and the viſual ray ſhould be over-powered by 
an exceſs of luſtre, Be ye followers of me as I 


gm of Chriſt, 
We 


I Cor, 11. 1. * hi et ab eodem themate F wine, 
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We muſt learn from him to eſteem conſci- 
ence, as a law and rule of action, and make it 
the governing principle of our lives. We muſt 
poſtpone the things of time to thoſe of eternity; 
and count every thing but droſs and dung in 
compariſon with Chriſt. Thus ſhould we walk 
worthy of that vocation where with we are 
called, and fill up all che relative duties of life. 
That is we ſhould acquit ourſelves, both as men, 
and as chriſtians, not only as rational creatures 
in common with the reſt of our ſpecies ; but 
as creatures, whoſe reaſon is heighthened by re- 
velation, and whoſe nature is refin d by grace. 
He that has made himſelf maſter of this leſſon, 
has made a good progreſs in the ſchool of 
Cbriſt, beyond all the lectures in philoſophy, 
and ſcience falſely ſo called. And though envy 
or malice with their envenomed breath, like the 
genuine brood of the old ſerpent, ſhould blaſt 
his reputation, and cauſe it to wither ; tho 
the ſons of violence or fraud ſhould rob and 
O preſs him, and tauntingly wag their heads, 
and ſay, /o! God has forſaken him, let us per- 
ſecute him, and take him whilſt there is none to 
deliver bim; he moves on in a ſtreight line of 
of duty, regardleſs of all their machinations, and 
4 puny efforts againſt him, rich in the midſt of 


14 
13 poverty, and glorious in di grace, poſſeſſing all. 


1 things in that oxe poſſeſſion, which 1 ls both in- 
| eſtimable 
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ineftimable and unalienable, the teſtimony of a 
good conſeience, that is a conference void of 
offence toward God, and toward Men. And 
ſuch muſt every ones infallibly be, who takes 
the Apoſtles advice, and follows him, as he 
didChriſt,the author and finiſher of our faith, 
For, if we do not t provoke and offend” 
conſcience; that never can provoke and offend 
us; and therefore it muſt be void, or free 
from all offence, where there is none given, nor 
received on either fide. | 
So that if we firſt reſpe@ conſcience as 4 
law, that will afterwards reſpe& us as a wirt- 
neſs, and a judge. The teſtimony, which it gives 
of us, will be ſtrongly in our defence and vin- 
dication; and its ſentence will be of ab/elution 
and reward. 
Loet us proceed then in the Ih 
THIRD, and laſt place to cloſe the whole 


_ witha particular application to the ſolem- 


nity of our preſent meeting. 

Tho' it appears from what hath been already 
laid down, to be a duty fo ſtrialy incumbent 
upon us all, and a matter of ſo much conſe. 
quence in the event to keep our conſciences 
in ſuch an unoffenſive ſtate as the Apoſtle did 
his: Vet muſt it be confeſs'd to be a thing 
ſooner 7alk'd ot, than done, and that is attend- 
ed with lets difficulty in theory, than in practice. 
D The” 
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Phe - greateſt part of mankind, it is to be 


feared, for want of taking a due eſtimate of 


things, are but too apt to be carried away with 
appearances and to ſubſtitute ſome leſs noble 
principle in its ſtead, by which they are chiefly 
biaſſed, and impelled. They have either ſome fa- 
vourite intereſt to ſerve, or ſome darling paſſion 
ta indulge, which ſwallows up the greateſt part 
of their time and application, and ſeldom allows 
leiſure or coolneſs to conſider, whether what 
they are about be ſtrictly conformable to the 
dictates of conſcience, or not. But vice cannot 


plead preſcription from cu/fom ; nor can the fre- 


gueney of an evil extenuate the guilt. The great- 
er dangers we know our {ſelves to be expos'd to, 
the more vigilant and circumſpect ſhould we 
be to avoid them; and the freachery of the 
coaſt ſhould make us frequent in our ſoundings, 
that we may eſcape thoſe rocks, and guick/ongs, 
upon which ſo many / have been ſhipwrec- d. 
This was the method Chich the Apoſtle took, 
in order to keep the carnal man in ſubjectipn. 
Herein, ſays he, do I exerciſe myſelf, 

This is a metaphor, taken from thoſe Tyrones 
or youth brought up to arms; which at firſt 
they handle auiward!y, and untowardly ; till 
they have been often exerciſed, and train'd up 
to them by a regular courle of diſcipline, fo that 


the diſſicully is worn off by. degrees, and they. 


become at length able and expert ſoldiers, And 
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indeed we muſt commence Aſceticks with him, 
if we expect the like ſucceſs in our ſpiritual 
warfare ; muſt uſe the Apoſtles means, if we 
hope to attain his end. It will not be ſuffi- 
cient for us to keep in conſtant exercize, but 
that exerciſe muſt be uniform and of a piece 
with his in every motion. We muſt exerciſe 
ourſelves in. worſhipping the God of our fa- 
thers from the nobleſt af principles, faith 
and hope, believing all things which are writ- 
ten in the law, and the prophets, the evange- 
lifts and the apoſtles, and having hope towards 
God, that there ſhall be a reſurrection of the 
dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt.This would be 
found to be beſt the expedient for holding men 
tight and ſteady to their duty ; and they would: 
keep a clear ſcore with conſcience by frequent 
reckoning, did they but reflect often, how ſoon 


they muſt be called upon to give up their account 


above. It is the want of this which makes 
men ſo eager and intent upon the things of this 
life, and fo careleſs and remiſs about thoſe of 
eternity. And this indifferency in things of ſach 
high importance is to be derived yet farther 


back, even to our irreverence and diſeſteem of 
the holy ſcriptures, and a disbelief of all things 
which are written in the law and the prophets. 
This is that poiſonous fountain from whence all 


dur corruption flows: For let the noifie pretend 
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ers to morality ſay what they can, an Infidel 
in principle, will be a Libertine in practice. Would 
men hold but the /aw of Gd in due venerati- 
on, the laut of man would receive a much 
ſtronger ſanction than any of the pains or penal. 


ties of this Life. The reins of government 


might be held very ſlack; and there would be 


no need, as there now is, of ſuch fated times 
of appealing to human tribunals for redreſs. 
Would men be brought over to hold an fe 


in their own breaſts, they would not fail of 


doing juſtice and loving mercy. with reſpect to 


man, nor of walking humbly towards their 
God. 


The mighty would not oppreſs the weak ; 
nor the poor rob, and pilfer from the rich; 


the invidious names of P/ain!iff and Defendant, 
of Proſecutor and Criminal would ſoon be ob- 
literated amongſt us, and we ſhould need ao other 
caurt but that of canſcience, to ditect all the grand 
concerns of ſociety. But this 1s rather to be 
wiſhed than expected, ſo long as men have 
ſuch various paſſions, and contrary intereſts; 
and there are ſo many ſtanding ready to en- 
creaſe the difference; who reap a golden harveſt 
from their contentions. But let ſuch as reject 
conſcience from being a law, and a guide to 
them here, know to their ſorrow, that ſpight 
of all their ſorts, and evafions, all endeavours 
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ile and corrupt it, it will not fail to , appear 


againſt them as a witneſs, and a judge here- 
after. Let ſuch as build their houſes by unrigh- 
teouſneſs and their chambers by wrong; who uſe 
their neighbours ſervice without wages and gi ve 
bim naught for his work, together with their 
ne-ſpoken advocates, who juſtifie the wick- 
ed for a reward, and take away the righteouſneſs 
of the righteous from him, remember, what a 
dreadful woe is denounc'd againſt them, which 
though they may eſcape in this life, ſhall 
fall upon them with tenfold weight in the 
next, Where they that fear not the face of 
an earthly judge, (hall be ſtruck with fear and 
great amazement before the ;udge of all the 
earth,and the meek no longer aw'd by the frowns 
of their oppreſſors, ſhall lift up their heads with 
great boldneſs in the preſence of men and 
angels, and each confronting the other, /hall 
appear before the Judgment ſeat of Cbrif, that 
every one may receive the things done in the body, 


according to that he hath done whether it be gad 


or bad, i. e. according as we bave or have 


not exerciſed ourſelves to have always a conſcience 


void of offence toward God, and toward Men. 
Which God of his infinite goodneſs, and 


mercy grant therefore, we all may for the ſake 
of his beloved Son, to whom with the Father 
and Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed all honour and glory 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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